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Percy and Small Shipyard 

ffc 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

DESIGNED BY: 

OWNER: 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

189^ 

263   (or 45l)Washington Street 
Bath,  Maine 

Unknown 

Bath Marine Museum 
963 Washington Street 
Bath, Maine 

The Percy and Small Shipyard was "built in 189^, 
and was comprised of five "buildings; a mill and 
jloners shop (carpenter shop), paint shop, caulking 
shed, a mould loft, and a building containing a 
transformer or generator.  Some fourty-four ships 
(mostly schooners) were built between 189^ and 1920 
including the largest wooden merchant ship to carry 
the American flag—the Wyoming. Also built by 
Percy and Small was the "Windjammer", the largest 
wooden ship ever built.  The shipyard was restored 
by the Bath Marine Museum, which acquired the prop- 
erty in 1971.  It is probably the only shipyard 
which built large wooden ships remaining in this 
country. 
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7.   DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

slightly 

(Cheek One) 

□    Excellent □   Good □Fair El   Deteriorated □   Ruins □   Unexposed 

(Check One) 

S   Altered Q   Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0   Moved K)   Original Site 

DESCRIBE   THE  PRESENT   AND  ORIGINAL  (if known)  PHYSICAL   APPEARANCE 

The Percy and Small Shipyard is located on a three acre lot 
at 451 Washington Street, about three-fourths of a mile south 
of the large Bath Iron Works Shipyard complex. 

The shipyard1s four old buildings are situated close to the 
Kennebec River. 

The shipyard area has become covered with undergrowth since 
shipbuilding operations ceased in 1920. Only remnants remain 
of what used to be the ship ways. The only visible evidence 
to indicate ways were located on the site are earth impres- 
sions, pieces of rotting wood and a few pieces of rusty metal 
hardware which may be found. 

The buildings that remain on the lot have lapsed into a state 
of deterioration. Before the shipyard ceased operation, the 
buildings were kept in good repair as evidenced by enclosed 
photo of the 1909 shipyard.  The four remaining buildings,all 
of basic wooden construction, include a mold loft and a pitch 
oven. Other than being used somewhat as storage areas for the 
Bath Marine Museum, the buildings have not served any useful 
purpose in recent years. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 

The City of Bath, Maine, and the surrounding 
been closely associated with the shipbuilding 
early as 1607 the Popham Colonists built the 
the first English vessel built in America, 

area has long 
industry. As 
30 ton VIRGINIA, 

In 1762 Bath's first commercial shipyard was opened. After the 
Revolutionary period, with the help of protective legislation 
by Congress, local maritime activities expanded rapidly. 

The ships of the local merchants, ever extending their cruises 
began pouring in wealth, and for more than half a century the 
operation of ships and trade were the more important thing; 
though the expanding shipyards and the related industries were 
always an important industrial community. 

In 1855 Bath ranked fifth in the country in point of amount of 
tonnage registered, enrolled and licensed, being outranked only 
by New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

In 1857 over 500 ships were operating out of the Bath Customs 
District. 

Most of this early trade involved commerce with world-wide 
connections- During this era, Bath shipyards were mainly pro- 
ducing the "Down Easter", a type of "Half-Clipper" noted for 
having speed without sacrificing cargo space. 

After the Civil War, the commercial phase of local maritime 
activities entered upon a decline, but the shipyards and skill 
in shipbuilding, which commerce had created in Bath, continued 
to grow, and for another half century Bath supplied the nation 
with the finest ships of wood. 

After the Civil War, with the decline of world trade, the 
schooner came into its own because of its ability to maneuver 
in"the tricky coastal breezes as well as being adaptable to 
crews of about one-half the size of a square-rigged ship. 
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The Percy and Small Shipyard was involved in the building of 44 
vessels between 1894 and 1920, 42 of which were schooners. The 
Percy and Small Yard earned a reputation as one of the most 
notable of the strictly modern builders of wooden sailing craft. 

The owners, Capt. Samuel R. Percy and Frank A. Small, special- 
ized in the construction of large schooners for the coastwise 
trade, 

Drtting the yard's operating years, from 1894-1920, all but two 
of the vessels turned out were four, five and six-masted schoo- 
ners  ranging in size from 700 to more than 3700 tons. 

Percy and Small managed a splendid fleet at one time, measuring 
25,000 tons, capable of moving 400,000 tons of coal along the 
New England coast each year. 

The most famous of the schooners built at the Percy and Small 
Shipyard was the WYOMING.  This huge vessel, built for the 
Yard's own use in 1909, was 329 feet long and weighed 3,730 
tons. 

This fore and aft rigged "Windjammer" was the largest wooden 
vessel ever built. 

The WYOMING <s?ent down off from Pollack Rip Lightship in 1924. 

Another well-known Percy and Small vessel was the ELEANOR A. 
PERCY, the second six-master ever built and one of the largest 
at 3,401 tons. 

Most of the wood for building the WYOMING and the other Percy 
and Small vessels came from the southern part of the country. 
The local wood supnly had been largely exhausted by the tre- 
mendous demand put"on the local forests by the local shipyards 
(over 600 full ships were built in Bath alone) so the Percy 
and Small Yard had to use Virginia oak, Georgia pine, and 
Carolina hackmatack for ship construction. 

The Bath shipbuilding tradition has carried over to the present 
time. The Bath Iron Works Shipyard is famous for its destroyer 
and minesweeper construction. 

The Percy and Small Shipyard is possibly the only existent 
wood shipbuilding yard which built large merchant vessels in 
the country. 
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